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‘1 Wanted To Give My Life 


To Help Humanity Advance’ 


&r Silly 

»ryt 

Wh*n ;•>,? Centril Intelligence 
A*?n*:) ;tp*!«d* i cs Langley head- 
quarter. u few )*an. levetmgpart 
of j near by pine grove, it might 
Chinee Margaret Scallergood i 
view. B-t it won't change her 

OOtllVlk 

for U it her 87 > ears. Sc sttergowi 
hi* for sicia I reform orgz.il- 

i.vl labor union* potil- 

s= i' f .vV-sophie* ofyxo* the CLv To- 
ri* y. V’.f cirsy Quaker woman is just 
ax tuu*>:iUy diwccroring of her 
r-rircvi ».>i co-tenant as 

*rw: - x * .:*jrmg h-r sca*i*l days. 

>;':t:e*gf-wT doesn't even like to 
say ;jm; v.-* hv« neil d-.-or to the 
CfA She prefers to describe her 

.rk,m**x"it:h*b*g^3njm<of<>org*- 

town Pile " 

"Vie Slight this Ur-J in 173 and 
i.re CM t wm-? out here until 
Ift;.” 5»*atierg--c-i wtd. "!• flon'l 
*. <**t »■! r-i -.onnected *»th the C!A.” 

S*:a.u?*v;*ei and a fri-nd, F*'>rence 
Cj : r -*r. joatiy purchased 

une property si years ago 

forlii :,#sjrrg .v Great prpr«r>- 
*:vn. , '..’M. -* Jin’*. Cheap, but ScaUer- 
^;vd ^ is- -ut :*i*t today \vou 

CuktAit i'-4 ’iitich -Jii» preoerty hr 
i fi-xh ^.crW ;J>.«»*r,d do la 
TS, t,*re I'.vrimie* tore* 

family roo.x->. a ham. a car- 
n ige-ho/a^-lumeO- garage and a 
cr-^Jrtfri .^ay N>i>e. 


In 1911. the U.S. governmen. 
bought the house from Spotter good 
and Congress passed a law allowing 
the t *o women to live In their home 
unlit the last one dies, when the prop- 
erty will be used by the government. 
The CI A moved in next door in 1941 
and Thome died in the late-1950s. 
Sea ttergood said. 

Scattergood began her career in 
political and social reform during an 
era when most women were limited 
to accepting housewife and mother 
roles. 

When she graduated from Bryn 
Mawrin 1911 at uV age of 3, Sc a Iter- 
good went to work for l£e American 
F rierxls Service Committee in Mar* 
euil le-Port, France, helping re-set- 
tle wine growers who fled the Ger- 
man invasion of World War I. After 
the warended. the farmers returned 
to their destroyed land to rebuild 
their vineyards. 

**AU their homes were gone and 
they were living in cellars,*' Scatter- 
good remembered. “Sj the men in 
the American Friends Service Com- 
mittee worked to build houses. »rd 
we women opened a store where we 
sold the French peasants supplies 
they needed for below cost. This is 
where we sold beds and materials for 
making bedding and clothing and 
other things they needed.” 

That was before women In the U5- 
secured the right to vote but Scatter- 
good said she never considered her- 
self a women's liberation pioneer. 


**l never thought about women's 
rights and that didn't influence me." 
she said. ‘Tin Quaker and 1 simply 
-wanted to give mv life In some way to 
help humanity advance.*’ 

When Scaltergood relumed to the 
U.S. in I32<i. she volunteered to work 
for the American Federation of La- 
bor in Washington. A year later, she 
became an employee of the first la- 
bor union’s research staff. 

’"The research service for trade 
unions enabled them to know impor- 
tant facts about the Industry in which 
they were engageo.” Scaltergood 
Said. "When collective bargaining 
took place, union members could use 
those facts to their bargaining ad- 
vantage and it meant that the people 
who worked had a chance to enjoy 
the benefits and that the profits could 
be equiUblydivlded.” 

Scattergood’s father was a textile 
dye manufacturer In Chester, Pa., 
who opposed labor unions as firmly 
as his daughter supported them. But 
that didn't sway her from devoting 24 
years to the AFL before It merged 
. with the Congress of Industrial Orga- 
nizations ano became the A FL-C IO. 

"Oh. my father hated labor unions, 
just hated them.” she said. "But I 
went to college and made my mind 
up for myself.” , * 

Scaitergood said she realizes that 
corruption breeds at the top level of 
union management, but believes 
that union benefits outweigh the dis- 
advantages. 



French peasants gather around American Frland* Service Committee delivery truck. 



Margaret Scattergood, seated at center, and friend* take a 
break from their work In Mareuil, France. 


“Union officials certainly are no 
different from other human beings.” 
Sc4itcrgood said. "There's corrup- 
tion in the unions just like there’s 
corruauon b government. Even re- 
gards is of that, Libor unions do rep- 
resent i great body of Americans 
who. without labor unions, would 
have to accept the conditions their 
employers gave them.” 

Once, during the early riot- and 
strike-ridden > ears of union orguniz- 
Ing, Scatterwod recalled, she was 
Utkina on the telephone to a local 
union leader who wanted advice on 
an upcoming collective bargaining 
session. Scattergood told the local 
union leader to cooperate as much as 
possible with the employer. and then 
an AFL officer passed by her office 
door. 

M 1 asked the man on the phone to 
hoM on and I asked the officer, it Is 
true, isn’t it. thit we cooperate with 
employers?’ And he answered, ‘only 
when they beat it out of us.’ ” 

Scaltergood retired from the AFL 
In 1952, after 23 years. Since then, 
most of her time has been spent trav- 
eling through Europe, continuing to 
aid the American Friends Service 
Committee, and working for a 
McLean racial unity organization. 
Neighbors for a Belter Community. 

At S7, Margaret Scaltergood isn’t 
about to give up. She spends four 
hours every day with her personal 
secretary compiling her memoirs, 
tod her afternoon* are reserved for 
studying international affairs. 

Tm particularly interested now in 
avoiding World War III.” Scaller- 
gcxi said. "I think it U possible. I’m 
hoping to find ways l can help in de- 


veloping negotiations between na- 
tions to replace war. Collective bar- 
gainer i betw?tm n iu-ma is really the 
only tf.mg that mak^* >en>e.’* 

Technically, Scatteigoud’s bouse- 
and lard t^ong to the Government 
Servic-s Administration. A CSA 
spokesman -.aid there are no plans to 
turn ir e property to the CIA. aW 
tlwu?*i tf e agency c*i;«d grin owner- 
ship cp^nScjUerg’vd’s death. 

The CIA Is in the aarly stages of 
□tanning its future expansion, and 
Lilia Richards, pres ent of the Fair- 
fax County Federation of Citizens 
Associations, said three CIA plan- 
ners presented preliminary plan* at 
a November federation meeting. 

"Her (Scatlergood's) hnu*e would 
not be affected but there might be a 
visual impact.” Richard* said. 
‘•They showed us anal photographs, 
and the new building is going to be 
between the existing building and 
Margaret’s house.” 

The CIA expansion plans call for a 
seven-story, one-million-squa re-foot 
building to be constructed on the 
agency’s property next door to Scat- 
tergood’* home of almost 50 yeirs. 
CIA spokeswoman Kathy Pherson 
said the new building will not be visi- 
ble from Scaltergooc’s property. 

"Apparently, there Is nothing In 
the plan lhat would intrude on her 
view." Pherson said. "But this is all 
In the preliminary stages. We 
haven’t secured the funding for the 
project or hired an architect.” 

Pherson said the CIA will present a 
formal preliminary plan to the Na- 
tional Capital Planning Commission 
during the first week of January, af- 
ter which Congress will be asked u> 
appropriate the building funds. 
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